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AO-Pioneer In Safety 

AO played a pioneer role in tllA fi eld of industrial Sll fety b~ de­

veloping what is gClleraUy w..:kuolI'ledgcn liS lllO first safety goggle. 

h W[l S just n little more than fift)' years ago thot \\IolU'r Kil.lg. 
a Clliellgo optician, Cflme to AD with the grrm of 1111 idea, DistreSSt.'t1 
hy the Ilumbe r or urlificifll cycs lu:: WIIS c8 1100 upon 10 makc for in­
dus tri;J1 workers, he hnd in mind some sort of 0 gUArd or protccwvP. 
device Cor eye pro te<.:tion. 

The rl-'Sult of his rueeLinj with AO speci f1. 1i1:l ls WAS a ru tlle r d ums), 
pair of saret y goggles wi th p a le g lass lenses, But the first production 
order - six dozen pair to the Ameticun Sh,:cI Foul)dl' iI.'S of Chicago ­
WI;\S credited, with documentary eVifience, with su ring twenty eyes 
in the tirst month of uscl 

And so an enti rely new field ,\'as opened. And it wos oilly IIstural 
lha t this interest in safet)' should extend from the moment or th~ 
IIccident to lhe moments hefore the aocident. 

Today, onl y fift y years after young King traveled to Southbridge, 
the Safe ty Divis ion is tllrning out a cOlliple te li ne of produc ts to pro­
tect indus trial workers throughout the world from painful bur llS, 
toxic ga.ses, Iligh tem pera tures, loud noises aod other job halords of 
modern ind us try. 

There are fOllr prOOucl sections : eye protection, safely cloLhing, 
respiratory IlrolCClion, and specioJ.ty items. Prod ucts raJ'lge (rom 
sarety goggles to welding helme ls to sound proLo~ · tors. 

The repulation of the &rely Division is such that when the last 
series of atomic bonlh tests were being held lit flir-oIr Einwetok, tbc 
N avy turned to AD for lenses for ol>;k:r\'crs' KQigles wWeh would 
ullow less than S% of the visil.lle light from the blast.<! to be seen. 
Similar lense;; were used for e~rimel1t.a1 purpo!lt'1l during Opcralioo 
Deep Free7.e as well as by one of tIle most Ilok."" explorers, SiT Hubert 
Wilkins, during expeditions to the Arctic . 

Today, AO, pioneer and leader in the indust riAl safety field, 
stands ready to continue thflt. role in the new {lelds ond industries 
of the world of l()morrow. 

Products 


Putnam, Conn.-The Home of Safety Products 

Every yM.r. tbollMnds of industrill l worker.. tlu'QUgbout tho ..orld wn'e be.:o 
PrOk'Cted from job hn ards tl.rough the UlIe of iodustria l ....r"t )· prOducts l>roduced 
in this tl 'rOlHlt«-y brick bu ildj ,,~ in Pllmam, Conn., ",·hicb 00u.-e5 the IlIIlllufac_ 
!.uri'lg fllo;:ilities of the &t{"ty ProducLs Div~". 

Weldtn in Delroit's giant alltomobile f"ctorit>8 arc frequeotly clolln!d from 
head to foot in PulnAlil IJroducLs , frou, the htl"wLs On !.heir heads t.o the 'rmL' OIl 
tlll; ir f""L A,I_loo! IX t~thL'" gloves COver tI,e;, h9n,j", and "[O'OOS, j ll.c1.elA &lId 
p" nt.':! of Birn ilar IllIIl.eriaL! prot.c<:t th6 rai l of their body. 

PrO<iuc4 includu ..,fety clothiug wade or kx ulcs, leather Or llsbes~, 
1\"'"1<.... lil\<l<l .. ith AO lenses of ,,11 types, rcspirlltors (or prou,ction 3g .. ;II.:1 t 
chemicals, gas.es nod toxic dust. &Jld safety u~ics including " elding 
hehnets, law shields, 8W"""t mUHb IlIld other sucio devices. 

Th tlO<e and olJu'r itemll aN used ill industry, io forming, io research. in th" 
'lrinoo lOeI',·iCC$. - wLerever "n)" t ype of hnzard is apt to be eocountered, 

New look In Safety Products 

Here are &ome of the latest additions 

to tht Safety ProducL~ line: 
1. Liquid o,.,."ell alld llilro¥= suit 

This ne... 5uit provides JIllUimuru 
hod)' protection "guin~t liquid (U ygeo 
nud nitrogen 8pl""b"'l 80d is currently 
bei llg used hy Arlll)" N,.\·)' . Air For~ 
,, 11<1 ;"dU.'lt rial ground seni~ en..... 
2. Paint Spr. y n""piralor 

Appl'Ovcd by the U. S. Durell" ...r 
Mines, AO'~ ne..... re.rpiraw. pro tffl!l 
~iJlSt sprays and VllponS of enamel~,
'''""lIen urod lead-b6sed paiots. 
3 . Du.... S .. fe Safely Clo_ 

This new AO line, fcaliU'w, OU .... 

81'1 nd ing Sfl fety .. d~... oCC!l, ';Ve5 "'OI'ker~ 
tl .., IIlrnod io safety, d","bilit )' and 
3ppealao ee. 


4, HI"",e OranKe VCII~ 


AO policeman Ak:c Sot.e.- WCJ1,.. lI,o 
nm.· blaze OC'lInge vest whieh has proved 
lu be ...on: readily seen both dill' oad 
'lll:,'l.It t han l1!IIIS\ white elotllillg. 
S. Safe t y P IO tr..1Vesta 

StellhcR Champeau lIad C. II. Jacob­
E()O'I . SII fet )' !!ales mllIlagcr. "ud SnIet y 
Offioor Joouu Gouio wbWl l useph 
LuZOn! modd one of O,e .1.3 new bt:. zo 
OffIlIge n ~'lon ~rct)· jackets presented 
10 Suutbbridg<l school oafet)' patrols. 
6. He.rflu.roe 
Th~ plastic i • ..e.-Ls for O,e can 

I'roleet agai".t ha lluf"l noi .... ye( 
IIeI'",lt the ",'""rer to t ~ar lIe'nno\ 
couven<lltioll ckar l)·. 

7. 	AmI". It""""" KIt. 
'n, i~ p<:H'tahle relCUC bre\lthiDg kit 

r!!q uires nO eleetricitl', 1.1._ 1It,.."",1 
nllllOllplH,ric IIir, "ud roll be oJletlltcd 
by Olle peniOIi. 
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