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Dick is the expert for American
Oyprical History, bul enjoys constantly
learning new historical tacts aboul
hoth ACY and the town, He 1s espex 1l
Iy interested in collecting recollecttons
and photos of town, and anticipates
writing a book using both in the near
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Dick has an extensive web site docu
menting both AD and Southbridge
Mistory, This web site can be found at
hitp:/ /www.dickwhitneynet or by
v pIng Southbridge History it -un_;;h-
ar any other search engine
Recollections and photos of Town and
AQ are what he considers being the
highlight of his website, and is always
lpoking for new contributions
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Native and |-|||_|"|'-'.|':- of the .
Amertcan Optical
divigion Larl Vision)
where he has worked since 1974 He

up Litchlield Ave in
Southbridge and his mother lanel
Whitney still lives in the home he B I wW
up in. Dick attended southbridge pub
lie  schools, graduating  from
Southbridge High in 1969 He subse
quently went 1o the University of
Massachusetts in Amherst, and gradu
ated from the class of 1973 with &
degree in Astronomy,
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Dick Whitney as a young man, part of the
“Selected storles by Dlek Whithey™ ot
www. dickwhitney.net,/ dickwhitneyautobiog
raphy. html

Museum at 368 Main St (Formerly the
Universalist Church)

L¥ick 15 also aclive in many organiza
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Sturbridee. Dick is also a newly

appointed Board member of Jacob
Edwards Library in Southbridge, He
also coordinates AQ Reunions twice a
vear in June and December,  His hob-
bies include photography, writing and
creating and maintaining multiple
websites, He and his wife (Peg Mass
Whitney) were both born  at
Harrington Memorial Hospital, and
Southbridge is where they reside. Dick
and Peg have two children, Erica and
Christopher, Each has their own apart-

ment in Southbridge as the ,
24 and 27 . -, v

Did he do any of this work

before the advent of web-
sites?

No, Dick never thought of himself ax
especially interested in history befare

w with Dick Whitney:
¢’s Unofficial Historian

his website in 1999, At that
time, he first explored nlnl-tln‘fg his
website as a tribute 1o his -.Ithl.'-]!
Donald Whitney, who Fadd f‘“’“‘"l
away lrom Leukemia the year welore.
refar to Don's death, he had written &
partial biography and includied many
comical and inleresting stores that oth
ers found interesting. Dick wanted to
chare Don's writings and photos with
others, which is why he started l:1[.-.
wehsite as he wanted to share it with
others, The website soon grew in pop-
alarity, and he found himself expand-
ing its scope to include much maore
than family Information,

When and why did he get
interested in the history?
Did it start with the AOQ or

the town first?

startin

Mick's interest in history started at
the time he had begun the website,
and at first was focused upon collect-
INg information  about Amencan
Optical. Since he began working there
in 1974, and his father had been
employed there since 1947, Dick had
Hrst hand knowledge of the AU his
tory during that period, With the
advent of his websilte and the down-
sizing of the company, Dick came o
the realization that some of the intor-
mation and memorabilia collection
would be lost il not preserved.

His serious interest in local history
began in May of 2000, when he
received a  call from Margaret
Morrissey (Adult Service Librarian at
ooy Hdward Library) She stated that

dwe enjoved his o website and invited
Dick to attend the dedication of the
new addition to the Library, Dick and
Margaret soon became friends and
began collaboration on adding historic
information to his website, Margaret
was  keen to help make the
Southbridge History website the
resource it has become, With exposure
to Margaret's intimate knowledge and
contacts with ntgnrd to S-nuthirtd (3
history, Dick soon got the bug and he
realized how much there was too
learn.

What are some of the most

interesting facts that he has
discovered?

Some of most interesting things
learned relate to personal recollections

that people have provided for publi
Hon on the wvbjh.-. Each of lﬂuhu“;
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story to tell, and he is thrilled when
others contribute to expand his grow-
ing library of remembrances. Throu
the internet, Dick hears from people
around the world and has found there
is o large audience interested in our
town, not all of whom have ever lived
here,

What else would he like 1o
see happen in town?

Dick  would like 1o see the
Southbridge Public School system
improved upon, with increased fund-
ing and community involvement.

How does he see the
future of Southbridge?

Dick is encouraged by the future of
Southbridge, and points to its diversi-
ty as a strength.  He is especially
encouraged by a number of positive
slgns:

1.) New private sector initiatives
like the soon to open Crane Street come
plex, which will house many shops, a
restaurant, brewery, pub, artist com-
plex, theatre, etc,

r iy The proposed redevelopment
plan put forth, where the Central
Street area down to Hook street and
over to Hamilton are proposed to be
totally renovated,

3.) L peoming events like the June
9 Southbridge Festival, which has had
many talented and hardworking com-
munity leaders from the Chamber and
Downtown Partnership collaborating

to put together a day that will not soon
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musenm project?

Can he us about his

The Museum plans are for it to be
established at the historic Universalist
Church location at 388 Main street
where Dick has recently relocated his
office from the cement building in the
Southbridge Business center.  Those
who drive into town regularly have
probably noticed the outside renova-
tions which began last October, and
this is why. While the Optical Hﬂ'ﬂllﬂ
Museum (AQ collection) will be
major theme in its displays, the plan is
for it to expand to be an Industrial and
Cultural Museum of Historic

Southbridge. The next step in estab-
lishing the Museum is to seek fundi
and solicit community sup “ﬁ
as identity volunteers to
project.
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