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He was the
Harry Houdini
of Southbridge

iy JOE CAPILLO
News Stafl

SOUTHBRIDGE - The
sturdy young man, clad
in acrobatic ﬁghts, stood
on the wall above River
Street and looked down
at the rushing waters of
the Quinebaug.

It was Fourth of July, 1910, and
half of Southbridge turned out to
witness this amazing feat.

The man, securely bound in
handcuifs and chains, was "The
Great Reno,” the stage name of
Frank Renaud, Southbridge’s most
famous escape artist of his day.

It was an era of Harry Houdini,
who thrilled audiences worldwide
with his unbelievable feats. Several
months before, Houdini, manacled
in chains, jumped in the Charles
River in Boston and within min-
utes emerged smiling and free of
bondage.

Turn to THE GREAT RENO,' page 6
‘The Great Reno,' (with head in chop-
ping block below, and right) s.k.a.
Frank Renaud of Seuthbridge, mod-
eled himsalt after escape artist Harry
Houdinl.

Today’s Houdini seance has Southbridge ties

By JOE CAPILLO A group of Harry Houdini devotees gath-
News Suff ered at the Players Club at the stroke of mid-
SOUTHBRIDGE - Early this morning, when ™8R! in an effart to contact the legendary
most Halloween ghosts and goblins were just  TSician on the 70th anniversary of his death.
A 76-year old Holyoke man, Sidney Radner,
getting ready to go out on the town, a myste- . . iy
fious seance. was under way in New Nork "o wasa disciple of the great Houdini, and
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With a large crowd waiching, The Great Reno (Frank Renaud), tightly bound
Turn ro ‘THE GREAT REND," page 7 handcuffed, jumped fram the River Street bridge in 1910



‘THE GREAT RENO’
from page 6

after Houdini and for many years corresponded
with Houdini’s brother, Hardeen, who obtained
numerous cuffs, chains and manacles for Reno’s
ever expanding collection.

At the time of*his death in 1964 he had amassed
one of the world’s largest collection of restraining
devices.

Adept at other tricks

Frank Renaud was born in Southbridge on July 29,
1890 and by the time he was 16, he was a perform-
ing in vaudeville as a strong man and acrobat. He
was adept at card tricks, magic and rope ties and a
visit to Boston to see the Great Houdini perform
changed his life.

“l was there when he jumped off the bridge and
later asked him if he would show me how to do
some of his tricks. At first, he was reluctant but I
finally convinced him to show me a few tricks.
Houdini showed me five in all and from then on, he
sent me lessons by mail,” said Reno in a 1986 news-
paper interview.

Renaud (Reno) went on the vaudeville and carni-
val circuits. throughout the United States and
Canada.

“It's a great life and there’s money to be made and
I love the crowds, the
stunts, the excite- |
ment,” he told his fam-

ily.

Befriended Hardeen

He later befriended
Houdini’s brother,
Hardeen, :

Reno told family
members he had an
opportunity to buy a
good  portion of
Hardeen’s collection,
which contained
numerous escape
mechanisms owned by
Houdini.

“1 regret I didn’t buy
all Hardeen had to
offer. He offered me Reno was one of
the entire collection for
$100, and I was a nut Southbridge’s most famous
not to borrow the entertainers.
money and buy it”
said Reno.

Harry and Hardeen Houdini were stage names.
Harry’s real name was Eric Weiss and Hardeen's
was Theodore.

Frank Renaud was born on July 29, 1890, the son
of Frank X. and Sophie (Lamothe) Renaud. He mar-
ried Eva Gendron in 1914 and this union produced
13 children. Among those living are Albert of Texas,
Leo of Biloxi, Miss., and Irene Morin, of
Southbridge.

Turn to “THE GREAT RENO,’ page 9
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was in vogue. He used to walk five fo six miles every
nd selected a caneful food oo
sed i o bundreds of pusk-ups at
u»d e ronddaughie” m rvery day. a 4-4 «
ing exercises. she
o i 1964, a1 th e of 7, & nmber of

seats aler his Final sage performances.
e addec, | resncaibe when he died,the doctor

s the mulopsy report showed he was & man
o had great lungs and had taken care of himsel* [
The Renaud famuly growung up knew theis grand- ’ﬁ

Tho Groat Ress takes he plasgs,
shackios ani ol

‘Who knows, we have a lot of interesting people
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tell what will happent”
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