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~ Oswald Carson coined the
‘Wellsworth’ term

ATINCE T T recerved an mmvilaton (o e G6TH
annusl banguet of the Wellswarth Athletic Assaclation of
the American Optical Co. I accepted and will be present — SEHVE[‘
s | was al the Hrst dinner in 19148,
The natre Wallsworth brings back memories of the old Riee

days at the Amerien Optical Company, the peried arvund
the first world war when & man by the name of Oewald
(Carson, advertising manager coined the name of Wells-
worth as & trademmark for A0 Company products.

I means that company maede foe guality optical
products and was knewn all over the world. New additions :
that came loto existence at lhe time bare the name nearly 100 pereent at the A0 Company was the Erodeur
Wellswoeth, The monthly newspaper became kiown os famlly. Theie -was Joseph, lhe father, sens Hector,
the Wellsworth Life, lhe new -athletic fiekd became Alphonse and Joe, daughters, Delia and Adrisnne. There -
Weltgworih Field, (he athlefic teams bore the pame | were many sthers alsn and, in fect, the media referred to
Wellsworth on iheir umiforros and, of eourse, the A0 employees by the name ithe happy Wellsworth [amily.
Wellsworth Athletic Assuclation. All these pames have The Balkun people were just trickling inta Southbridge
disappesred a8 Hme went on so today the Wellsworth - o0 jyen of the eentury and.only the males arrived first
:‘;:ﬁnﬁﬁ::‘“m“"" is the only group who bears thal ooooover fhe i sex and their progeny breameamony the

The oid Afmerican Optiesl Company of 75 years aga had bt Emm'“l.m'j succosshill men and Womed in our LWL
tnany divislons, You aldtimers ot remember e old Soprne of the pldtime foremen and superimtend ents of the
eRrpenter shop, the print shop, the bk and envelape shop, company a5 1 remember were Jim Page, Joe While.
allen there was & laundry locatedin & small hack building Arthur Deeners, Jobn Yoipinl, Eddie Kanie, Carl Roth, Al
near the Tensdale dom. Here it was thul thé throe Wails | Howse, Ed Worth, Ruy Wheeler, Waller Buckley, Harry
- samilies Tiad their family wash done, Theve existed 2 fine Hill, Dave Patterson, Harry Haynes, Tom Troy, Mike
eEprit-de-corps — Hle way of a different nature. Troy, Bill Canney. Mike Maltney, Warren Wells, Max

1 remember A.B Wells who worked for a period in the Laabs, Russell Cole, Td Baker, Larry Foote, John

Len department and who hept a shotgun in bis sifice. At Rawsn, Arthur LaFurtune. These people mentioned

certaln times i weild gel Walter Hager, a fellow worker, [ were all Lonsdale workers, but 5 years have dilled the
cells of memory. =

ani saw, “Come on, Walter, gob your gun. You nd § are
going oul aunting down by the sewer heds for hirds!' A It is & swd fact that old New Englund industries bullt by

look back loto those days tnignt be of nterest to pur old time natives are fast disappearing from original

prisent geneEration. awnership, Places ke the American Oplical, Draper

Hecontly In The News there was an g of the Medrath Comnpany of Hopedale and many athers are now awned by

- siranee Company. 8nd showed b plcturne ol Albert mew industrlalists, This old cliche eomes to mind, *Thne
MieGrath, the fiunder. The-picture fat woukl bave made | and Ude waits for no man'”

- histers 1o the optical industry would have heen one “”E‘i_-' seaver Rice is a News eshimiilst.

whole MeGrath [amity. B

The srandiather, Tom MeGrath, and his brothers WS
resent when the firsl optical lenses Were ground and
palshed &t the American Orplical Company Besides Toem,
there were hrothers Pat and Ed, Waltergnd Alberd, Sons of
Turn, and Charlie, a son of Ed, There might have bean one
LW ulHETE.

- The poinl T wish v make about the American Optical
Catipany is that memnbers of whule farmilies worked there,
They became skilled artisans in thedr special jobs and hat
# priveAn their work, It was purely optical products that
Lhe - compaay - was engaged n and George Wells, the
Totmadier was determined to make the best aptical prodocts

il thig CrRELTy. . F A
q.héth::r family that ] remember who were represenled

e




