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F’he Whole World

His ‘Neighbor’

Southbridge Radio Ham
Talks With Distant Lands

By GEORGE G. KELLEY JR.
| Telegram StaH Reporter

ably clean and spacious hathing
beach or park. Lately their cards
show the moon with a Russian

SOUTHBRIDGE — W1 NEP, | Son e e ¥,
s XYL, and their two “har.| 340 e Toian hams;” he
monics” live at 122 L""h"'ldimntmmd: “They speak about the
Ate. |best English I've heard.

Actually, the head of the house-|
hald is Donald B. Whitney, but|

“There’s no language problem,
as a ham, for an American.

he's also a ham radio operator| yu s ap percent of all 1

and as such has his particular| .. i this country. and most |home.

code designation, W 1 NEP. |of the.rest are Englishspeaking| oy first there was a mediey

And in ham lingo XYL is wile|y., «

and harmonics are children. Thus| : ;
hil wife. Janet is bis “XYL* and|_ o %0 YOU B¢t Sl i
Susan, age 14, and Dick, 1 any time of day or might I o ‘Goshan”
arg the can go into the “ham shack" EERaes Bich e s 0 R
—our den off the living room—
and talk to people anywhere inj
the country or all over the world.
“If for example I can't sleep
at night, no matter how late it

harmonics.
“Some of the ham lingo is un-
usiial, but there’s nothing unigue
hout me, or my being a ham.'"
i said. *“There are 20 or
3 of us in the Southbridge area,
and more than 200,000 around the

Ham Five Years
“T've always been fascinated by
radic,” said the 36-year-old Ameri-
Optical Co. employe, “but

TI'fe had my ham license only
wi

owever, in those five years
he's talked — via his equipment
— to hams in all 50 states and

all five continents — to peaple| kinds of people and other states,

int Morthern Rhodesia, Russian
other Iron Curtain countries
Egypt. Lithuania, Laos, Angola,

Equatorial Africa, and
huansland, to name just a

a ham, he was asked.

is 1 can get up, come down

on finding someone to talk to.
*“Everyone on ham radio is on
2 first-name basis,” he continued, |
“and you don't know when you
first make contact whether you're

stairs to the ham shack and count

to try and make some coniacts
with other hams.

He switched on several dials
and turned others, making lights
glow throughout the  equipment
and producing 2 series of slurp|
clicks from a little box, signify-
ing that he was hooking up by
remote control to the proper an-
tenna system outside behind his

‘of Southern accents, including an|
enthusiastic woman ham who was
sprinkling her conversation with

and “lawzie me”.
“The women really rule the
airwaves after about & in ihe

morning,” said Don, “talking

SOUTHBRIDGE MAN AT THE MIKE
Donald B. Whitney talks to near and far from “ham sheck” in his home

ting out the dust mop, and so|Texas describing how hams there
about starfing their washing, sead-| forth.”

had worked on the Civil Defense

ing the kids off to school, get-] Then we listened to a man in net during Hurricane Carla —re-
Iaying

ges, making family
contacts and in general helping
out with the emergency opera-
tions.

Both the armed forces and the
government consider hams a val-
usble reserve pool ol trained
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peaple,
in time of local or national emer-
|gency, whether long or short in
duration.

Mo Heat Wave in Denver
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