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Sturbridge natives reaching ‘Tall Heights’ in music scene
BY JOY RICHARD

STONEBRIDGE PRESS STAFF WRITER

STURBRIDGE — Tim 
Harrington and Paul Wright 
are coming home.

Making music their lives, 
Harrington and Wright, 
also known as folk duo “Tall 
Heights,” will bring their 

sound back to the area during 
an upcoming concert on the 
common.

For the Sturbridge natives, 
making music is not only their 
passion — it is now their live-
lihood.

Tall Heights has been per-
forming together since 2010, 
and are now taking their sig-
nature brand of acoustic/folk/
pop to the masses. Wright said 
their next show in the area will 
be on Tuesday, July 22, at the 
Brimfield Town Common from 
6:30 to 8 p.m. 

Wright, who plays the cello, 
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Sturbridge natives Tim Harrington 
and Paul Wright get into a recent 
performance with their musical duo 
Tall Heights. The pair will perform in 
Brimfield during an upcoming con-
cert on the common on Thursday, 
July 22. Please Read TALL HEIGHTS, page  A8

BY DAVID DORE
STONEBRIDGE PRESS STAFF 

WRITER

WARREN — Teachers, 
parents, students and 
alumni attended the July 
14 Quaboag Regional 
School Committee’s 
Budget Subcommittee 
meeting to send a mes-
sage.

The message was sim-

ple: It was a bad idea to 
lay off a Spanish teach-
er and end foreign lan-
guage classes at Quaboag 
Regional Middle School.

“I do not believe cut-
ting the Spanish pro-
gram in half is in any way 
in the best interest of our 
students,” said Quaboag 
Regional Middle/High 
School teacher and 

Athletic Director David 
Bouchard. “It’s not. It 
limits our students’ 
opportunities, and it 
limits their opportuni-
ties in the future. I can’t 
believe that there is not 
a better solution.”

The elimination of 
one of the two Spanish 
teaching positions at the 
middle/high school was 

among three posts cut 
from the fiscal 2015 bud-
get after the district and 
officials from Warren 
and West Brookfield 
agreed on a “compro-
mise” budget that pre-
vented even deeper cuts. 
Also eliminated were a 
math teacher’s position 
and a vacant librarian’s 
position, both at the 

middle/high school.
“Those are not 

easy cuts to swallow,” 
Superintendent of 
Schools Brett Kustigian 
said Monday night. 
“These are very difficult 
decisions that I don’t 
take lightly.”

Quaboag serves 

Please Read QUABOAG, page  A8

Decision to lay off Spanish teacher blasted at Quaboag

A better way to battle a blaze

BY JOY RICHARD
STONEBRIDGE PRESS STAFF 

WRITER

With municipal bud-
gets tight for the fore-
seeable future, and 
seemingly only getting 
tighter, local public 
safety departments are 
depending more on fed-
eral funding for projects 
and equipment.

According to 
Sturbridge Fire 
Chief David Zinther, 
the Sturbridge Fire 
Department’s recent 
acquisition of funding 
for a new brush truck 
couldn’t have come at a 

better time.
He said the money, 

which was award-
ed through the highly 
sought after Assistance 
to Firefighters Grant, 
which is through the 
Federal Emergency 
Management Agency 
(FEMA), will go toward 
a new “state-of-the-
art brush firefighting 
truck.”

According to Lt./
EMT-I Nicholas DaDalt, 
the department was pre-
sented with $159,600 on 
Friday, July 11.

Zinther said the 
truck would replace 

the department’s cur-
rent brush truck, which 
is many years old and 
was converted from a 
former military truck to 
the current brush appa-
ratus.

He said with the new 
official truck, which 
will be designed espe-
cially to fight off road 
blazes, will be a big help 
in the instance of a for-
est fire, or to travel any-
where a heavier fire rig 
can’t.

“This was a year-long 
process,” said Zinther, 

BY AMANDA COLLINS
NEWS STAFF WRITER

SOUTHBRIDGE — 
From lensometers and 
spectacles to funky 
frames and even 
goggles used to view 
atomic blasts, a trea-
sure trove of all things 
optical sits tucked into 
a bright upstairs space 
in the 12 Crane Street 
Building.

With trinkets dat-
ing from the very 
beginnings of the 
American Optical 
Company in the 
19th century to mod-
ern day, the Optical 
Heritage Museum is a 
place where the his-
tory of an industrial 
giant and the town of 
Southbridge meet.

The stories of the 
people who grew up 
and worked in the Eye 
of the Commonwealth 
and the opthamalic 
company that gave 
the town its nickname 
are truly intertwined 
— and they’re all told 
through pictures and 
paintings, tools and 
artifacts, lenses and 
frames, gathered and 
preserved over the 

course of the course 
of more than 180 years 
and displayed for the 
public to freely view.

The museum is 
sponsored by Carl 
Ziess Vision, and 
run by a Board of 
Directors and group 
of volunteers, includ-
ing director Dick 
Whitney and curator 
Donna Silverberg. 
The Optical Heritage 
Museum has contin-

Amanda Collins photos

The museum’s director, Dick Whitney, kneels to show 
one of the many parts of American Optical preserved 
and displayed at 12 Crane Street. 

Visions 
of the past

Please Read MUSEUM, page  A16

Grant funding brings updated fire 
apparatuses to Sturbridge, Northbridge

David Dore photos

EAST BROOKFIELD — East Brookfield’s annual Independence Day 
Celebration, organized by the Friends for the Community and the East 
Brookfield Fire Association, was held Friday, July 11 and Saturday, July 
12. Starting Friday night with a carnival, it continued Saturday with a 
pancake breakfast, parades, a firemen’s muster, a children’s jigsaw puz-
zle scavenger hunt, open houses, a softball game, music, plenty of food, 
a chicken barbecue sponsored by the Spencer Fire Association and the 
fireworks display.

Above :The Southbridge 
Fire Department brought 
Engine 3 to the East 
Brookfield Independence 
Day Celebration parade.

At left: 
The Sturbridge Fire 
Department was among 
the agencies from 
Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island represented 
in the Independence Day 
Celebration parade.

Please Read GRANT, page  A9

 Acoustic duo bringing their sound back home next week

The “AO” room has trin-
kets, tools and treasures 
dating back to the 1800’s. 

Optical Heritage 
Museum taking shape, 

seeking community 
involvement

ON PARADE
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ued to evolve since 
first opening its doors 
on Crane Street in 
November, but its roots 
go back more than 
three decades. 

The original “AO 
Museum” opened in 
1983, on the company’s 
150th anniversary, at 
American Opitical’s 
main plant, where 
it stayed until 2000. 
With more than 3,000 
frames, the museum 
had one of the largest 
collections of spectacle 
frames and other opti-
cal items, and in 1987 
was named the Optical 
Heritage Museum and 
was given a non-profit 
status. Over the years, 
traffic at the museum 

became stagnant, and 
when the Southbridge 
Conference Center 
was town down and 
rebuilt, the legacy of 
Southbridge’s most 
successful company 
was stuffed into boxes 
and packed away in 
storage.

For seven years, 
Whitney, a self-pro-
claimed history buff 
with an affinity for pre-
serving the past, was 
the guardian of the AO 
treasures, keeping it all 
stored above his office, 
and grabbing what else 
he could as more build-
ings were shut down. 

“I saw everything 
around be changing, 
and I wanted to hold on 
to and preserve a little 
of what was,” he said. 
“As a collector, I just 
felt a sense of responsi-

bility.” 
In early 2013, he 

began moving it all to 
its new home on Crane 
Street, starting with 
the “Beecher case,” an 
old trunk with hand-
written notes and vari-
ous tools, belonging to 
William Beecher, who 
founded AO in 1833. 
Now, their six-room 
display has everything 
from vintage advertise-
ments to safety glasses 
to some of the world’s 

first lens crafting and 
measuring machines. 

Though the museum 
has been open since late 
last year, Whitney said 
it’s just really started 
to take shape in the last 
few months. 

“We’re still not done 
– there is more we can 
do,” he said, explaining 
that more than featur-
ing optical treasures, 
he’s hoping to preserve 
some other important 
parts of the town’s his-

tory at the museum. 
In a way, a visit to the 
museum is more than 
glimpse into the story 
behind AO — it’s a walk 
through American his-
tory from the Industrial 
Revolution to the begin-
ning of the new millen-
nium. 

“You can visit Old 
Sturbridge Village, 
and see life in 1830’s, 
and this is sort of 
what happened next,” 
said Whitney. “This is 

Southbridge. We want 
the town to know we’re 
here, and get behind 
it.” 

The Optical Heritage 
Museum is open by 
appointment. For more 
information, visit opti-
calhertiagemuseum.
org.

Amanda Collins may 
be reached at (508) 909-
4132 or by e-mail at acol-
lins@stonebridgpress.
com.

2012 Dodge
Journey 4x4 

#5053P

$18,999 

129 Worcester St.
Southbridge, MA 
KNIGHTCARS.COM

1-508-764-4356
1-800-282-4356

MONTHLY PAYMENTS REQUIRE 740 CREDIT SCORE TO QUALIFY
EXCLUDES TAX, TITLE, REG, AND DOC FEES. $0 DOWN PAYMENT 2.99 FOR 72 MO.

2012 Nissan
Altima S

#5067P

$13,999 

2013 Dodge
Dart

#5034P

$14,999 

2010 Dodge 
Caliber

#5048P

$11,999 

2007 GMC
Acadia AWD 

#5069P

$15,999 

$7,999 

2007 Kia Rondo 
EX V6 

#4997PA

2011 Chevy 
Cruze LT 

#5046P

$13,999 $7,999 

2003 Chevy
Trailblazer LT 4x4 

#5050PA

2011 Hyundai 
Sonata

#5045P

$15,999 

2012 Chrysler
200 Sedan

#5032P

$13,999 

2011 Toyota 
Highlander AWD

#5041PA

$25,999 

2012 Ford
Fusion SE

#5070P

$15,999 

We provide quality automotive
repair and maintenance for all makes 

and models. We handle
complete motor and transmission 

repairs by professional techs. We can 
service you with any brand of tire, do 

a simple oil change, brakes,
mufflers, front end and a MA

inspection sticker.
All your automotive needs at one 

address.

Dropping Off Your Vehicle 
for Service and Need a Car?

Don’t Forget to ask for 
a FREE Loaner!

In Need of a Rental Truck?
We are the South County 
Penske Rental

Location!

MUSEUM
continued from page  A1

Optical Heritage Museum hitting its stride

A display of step-by-step instruction guides used by AO 
employees. 

The museum’s curator, Donna Silverberg, stands under a Southbridge timeline that she’s 
creating, that stretches the length of the museum. 

Amanda Collins photos

One of the six display rooms at the Optical Heritage Museum.
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